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(below is a greeting letter fivm Rev Daniel Nelsson - the First Pastor ofJCC) 

Dear Friends around the world, 

When you have celebrated your Golden Anniversary and both of you have turned 80 you 
ought to be prepared for a change .. But who wants to think of a separation from a lifelong 
fellowship with the person you once upon the time brought to the altar? But prepared or 
not it happened to me on Tuesday evening March 6th this year. I had been holding 
Solveig in my arms for quite a while before I realized that Solveig's spirit had left her 
body. Together with Staff an and his son ]ens and Dorothy and 6rjan we could gather 
together around her body, well taken care of by the nurses in the hospital in a nicely 
made-up bed and thank God for what she had meant to me during 56 years and for our 
children and grandchildren. We were all gathered in OUf parish church on March 23td for 
a very beautiful memorial service, the church filled to the last seat with friends. From 
there we proceeded to the parish hall of our local district church here in Savja, where 
short but to the point speeches witnessed about the impression Solveig had made in many 
peoples' lives. I knoWihat in a short while we will meet again in the new world that Jesus 
has promised his disciples the last evening together "In my Fatherrs HOl(se there are 
many rooms .. " In God's vast universe there are many solar systems, where Jesus has 
prepared a new world of peace and love for those who have put their trust in HfM and 
HIS promise that a reunion there, will be! What joy and happiness to meet them alii In 
the midst of sorrow and loneliness you have a great future to look forward to! 

In the meantime I try to adjust myself to the new situation. I have invited two students to 
share the house with me. ll1ere is a tremendous need for housing for students moving to 
Uppsala to fw-ther their studies. Some of them have to rent an apartment 50 - 60 km away 
end travel by train and bus. My two students can use their bicycles when weather pcnllits 
or travel for only 20-25minutes by bus. 

I am still with the team of retired pastors, counseling people in distress in the Cathedral. 
You meet them in tears the ·first time. After a few sessions they have mustered up 
courage to tackle a difficult situation and start a new life. "Ibat is a great experience. We 
have the greatest remedy for troubles: faith in Jesus, who can change our lives and give 
meaning to it. 

Christ, who was born into this world 2000 years ago is still working and therefore I wish 
that you would be drawn closer to Him during the coming Advent and Christmas season. 
The New Year might bring more disasters to the world but let us remember that Christ 
won a great victory on Calvary's cross, the darkest hour in history. He is still with us and 
His Church Universal, bringing us Peace, Joy and protection. He is still using us, His 
poor and weak servants to promote the message: Joy to the world .... 

Yours in Christ 

l>.niel ~elsson 

lldumt ~ to. goa! Advent is the season whereby Christians 
celebrate Christ's first coming as Emmanuel (God with us) with hope and 

anticipation of Christ's second Coming. But for the rest of the world Christmas 
is a time to promote and sell products by special seasonal sales together with Xmas 

decorations and lighting. Much of the commercialism of the world unfortunately is also 
creeping into the Church. The Today Newspaper of 281h May 2001, reported that a 
glossy magazine-style version of the Old Testanlent targeting young 
people who rarely read the Bible was due to be launched in England.\ 	 '... 
However it created a storm of controversy as the publishers planned ,/~ifg~~ 
to use models such as Ms Claudia Schiffer as illustrations. One of1 them said that most of the models will have their clothes on, but 

there wiII be some nudity because the Bible is very sensual and they 
 ".~" : . .
are going to exploit that. Their stated aim is to take the Bible off the 

back shelf and put it on the coffee table - of course we know behind ,\,~ 
,this the ultimate aim is to make money. Seems to make sense from '~ 


the commercial perspective by making the Bible appealing to the 

consumer. But from the Christian perspective it is not right. But 

why? 

There are other similar cases that we can enwnerate: 


• 	 Churches that open their worship hall to THE ~IJ, 
screen live telecast of Football World Cup 
matches 

• 	 Commercial Companies that keep sending 

mails., flyers, faxes or e-mails to churches 

to promote Christmas products to 

Christians claiming Christian affiliations 

and management. 


• 	 Church members touting and selling 

products before or after church services to 

other members. 




OR lunior C~p 

• 	 Chlll'ches that adopt an "entertaining" commercial approach and methods in 


their worship services; and to market their Services. 


Here we see the tension is between trying to be relevan t and seeking to please God. For 
the Christians the fundamental question to ask is does it glorify God or not'? Glotifying 
God is the main aim of our existence. Which will lead to us asking the next question ­
does it please God? So we have to go to God's Word which is His revelation to 
humanity to discover the answer. Granted jf one is willing to do so, it will not take long 
to discover that there are things that are sacred to God and cannot be subjected to 
commercialization and secularization. 

One very important episode on th is score, is the account of Jesus confronting the sellers 
of goods mthe Temple at jerusalem ~ecorded in the Gospel (Matt 21: 12- 13). We are not 
so much concerned with the phys ical actions or elrama per se. Rather let us focus on 
what attitudes or perspt:ctives lies behind the selling that incLUTed Jesus' wrath. To get a 
handle on the events and physical actions exhibited by our Lord we need to ask a very 
pertinent question - what was the purpose of dle sacred Temple mthe first place? The 
or iginal p urpose of the Temple is at least fOlU' fold, represented by 4Ps: 

I. 	 Presence of G od - it is where the Presence of God dwell . Even for us humans 
we do not find it acceptable when Olll' home is turned into a noisy "pasar 
m alam" when we are present. How much more so is God's house'? Instead of , 
people becoming mElre like God in holiness as they worsh ip Him and meditate 
on his Word, commercialization and secularization lead to people conform ing 
their perception of God into their own image. 

2. 	 P r ayer - the Lord Jesus reminded that the temple is to remain what it is; "the 
House of Prayer" . The noise and commercial activities a.re serious distracters 
from meaningfu l, meditative prayers. ./ 

3. 	 P1ace of worship - it is a p lace to worship God in reverence and contemplation. 
Commercialization and secularization leads to irreverence and distraction from 
true worship in spir it and in truth . The temple is not to be turned into a den of 
robbers. What robbery did the sellers commit? They apparently are just selling 
what people need to buy. PilgTims coming to the Pa.ssover feast needed animals 
that met the ritual requirements for sacrifice, and the vendors set up animal 
pens. They also sold doves, doves were required for purification of women 
(Lev 12:6, Luke. 2:22-24), cleansing of d iseases (Lev 14:22), and other 
purposes (Lev 15:1 4,29). Doves were also used as offering of the poor as they 
cannot afford larger animals. But the fact is that they not only rob man but also 
God's glory in their deceitfulness. They robbed the temple of its sanctity and 

I hope you all had a wonderful time working with one another, knowing one another, having fun, in 
spite of all the stress with taking care of 12 to 14 girls, and had a good learning experience. In 
order to achieve the above, I guess we need to have the right attitude in doing all things and a 
teachable heart. May God continue to grant us strength and wisdom to serve Him and Glorify Him 
in all that we do. I am so thanlcfulto God for his protection to all of us during the camp. We are 
also thankful for God' s provision. Tay, Jim and the children coming to the rescue when we were 
short handed to do the fire starting for BBQ. Of course not forgetting Wei Yang, Jerome and 
Kenton for their high standard in scrubbing the mess tins. 

God knows who is best for each job. He has given us wisdom to ask Grace & Esther to come and 
help us. I must say they stayed in the kitchen from 6 am to 9pm or even lOpm before they knocked 
offtheir duty. lbank you ladies God has been so kind to us to send you both to be helpers. 

Thank God for Beng Lay's high power energy. Without you I don't think we could manage the 
handicraft work. 

Soo Wei, Liqin, Jasmine, Myrtle, Uma, Meili thank you for joining us and I must say Uma you did 
a good job. You did well keep it up. 

Susan and Cecilia thank you for volunteering to run the camp. May God continue to grant you a 
wonderful time of serving Him and give you greater strength. 

May Ling thank you for doing the last minute print out for us. Hopefully next year you will not be 
press tor time and able to join us full time so that you can enjoy the camp. 

Theresa, your role this year is different and as usual you did well and do your parents and God 
proud in spite of your age. Keep it up and may God continue to grant you strength and passion to 
study we!!. 

Mindy and Stephanie thank you for coming to help us. Mindy, I thank the Lord for your strength 
and indeed God has used you to help to carry the girl out oCthe bus to her bed. Thank you so much 
for carrying her because I don't think r have the strength to do that. Stephanie, thank you for 
staying up so late to wait for Joanne's father. J hope you two will consider joining us for next year's 
camp and I can ~sure you will gain much in experience. By the way how about joining us in the 
Girls Brigade junior ministry? 

Betsy thank you for joining us and ram glad Sabrina was with us. I hope she can continue to join 
us in our future camps. Julie I know you don' t really enjoy being in the group as leader with so 
many kids to care for. But 1 hope you did enjoy yourself and we look forward to have you as our 
next camp commandant. Thanks Hui Ling and Hui Wen for joining us, I hope you girls had fun and 
hope to have you all again next year. 

I hope I did not leave anyone out. I want to thank the Lord for giving me so much strength during 
the camp. May the Lord's name be magnified and glorified in all that we do. Amen. 

Thanks. 

~. 

.J 



Camp Hearts 

I attended the K.I.D.S. camp from J7th to 
19th November. 

I enjoyed the many interesting activities 
lined up to keep us well occupied. One of 
these was the glass painting taught to us 
at the Church on the day of reporting for 
the camp. It was fun learning the art. 
Following that, we were also well fed by 
the sumptuous spread of food on the 
table. Then we set off for Sentosa 

We hunted for treasure along the beach at 
Sentosa Some secret. treasures were 
discovered. All the treasure hunters were 
perspiring and rushing for the bath when 
they returned to the campsite. 

The musical fountain show with: its 
dazzling laser displays was beautiful and 
exciting. The supper after the show was 
both a delight for hungry stomachs and 
energizing for tired bodies. 

Morning exercises, beach activIties, 
quizzes, photo taking, skits performance, 
etc. had all the camp participants busy 
throughout the camp. Breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and supper kept us all well charged 
with enough energy for our activities. 

Many thanks to God for His blessing of 
fine weather throughout the camp 
duration. It mined heavily immediately 
when I reached home after the camp. . 

Next year will be my final year with 
K.I.D.S. I look forward to another 
K.I.D.S. camp. Many thanks to the uncles 
and aunties who have sweated to make it 
possible for us to have both fun and 
learning. 

ST£PS TO LIF£ 

One day a farmer's donkey fell 
down into a well. The animal cried 
piteously for hours as the farmer tried to 
figure out what to do. Finally he decided 
the animal was old and the well needed 
to be covered up anyway, it just wasn't 
worth it to retrieve the donkey. He 
invited all his neighbors to come over 
and help him. They all grabbed a shovel 
and began to shovel dirt into the well. 

At first, the donkey realized 
what was happening and cried horribly. 

Then, to everyone's 
amazement, he quieted down. A few 
shovel loads later, the farmer finally 
looked down the well and was 
astonished at what he saw. 

• 
With every shovel of dirt that 

hit his back, the donkey was doing 
something amazing. He would shake it 
off and take a step up. As the farmer's 
neighbors continued to shovel dirt on top 
of the animal, he would shake it off and 
take a step up. Pretty soon, everyone was 
amazed as the donkey stepped up over 
the edge of the well and trotted oill 

Life is going to shovel dirt on 
you, ailldnds ofdirt. The trick to gelling 
out ofthe well is to shake it off and take 
a step up. Each of our troubles is a 
stepping stone. We can get out of the 
deepest wells just by not stopping, never 
giving up! 

Shake it offand take a step up' 

purity. Commercialization is often accompanied by some misrepresentations or 
deceptions an added case in point. 

4. 	 People - it is a place where the Gentiles, or the "outsiders" so to speak can 
come to know and worship God. The sellers are doing the selling at the Court 
of Gentiles. Isaiah 56:7 assured godly non-Jews that they would be allowed to 
worship God in the Temple. By allowing the Court of Gentiles to become a 
noisy, smelly marketplace, the Jewish leaders were interfering with God's 
provisions. The mission of God to reach out in grace to these people were 
curtailed. 

The point is this: 

SOME THINGS ARE SACRED TO GOD AND NOT TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY. 

Another case to consider to reinforce this was the case 
where Uzzah reached out and handled the Ark of God 
when the oxen stumbled while the Ark was being 
transported to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6: 6-7). It seemed 
to be a very logical thing for Uzzah to do from a purely 
pragmatic and human perspective. But guess what - he 
was struck dead by God, due to what the Bible 
explained was an irreverent act. Again there are things 
that are sacred to God, humans must not profane them 
lest they incur God's wrath. 

Conclusion: 

During Christmas period, let us go to the house of God 
in a serious frame of mind, knowing what business we 
are about and in whose presence we are engaged. Let us 
beware of giving God a mere formal service, while our 
hearts are full of worldly things. Let us leave our 
business and money at home, and do not carry them 
with us to church. Let us · beware of allowing any 
buying and selling in our heart, in the midst of our 
religious assemblies. Let us worship the Emmanuel with 
a thankful heart. Amen. 

:J~Uvt. .Mwttin ?je£ 

Shawn Lee 
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the covetousness of materialism, and of Messianic hope, that Christ was bom. The 
temporal and false peace of man was to be swapped with the true and lasting peace that 
the coming of the Son of God offered. "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men." (Lk 2: 14 KJV) 

Are we different in our present spiritual and materialistic states compared with the 
Roman Empire under Caesar Augustus? Have we been living under a false sense of 
comfort and peace with our material possessions the have-nots envy, or are we 
experiencing a stirring of discomfort and insecurity in the wake of frightening global 
events? Do we grasp the difference of ' temporary peace' and 'lasting peace'? Where 
can we bank our security for higher returns? 

On Christmas Day two millenniums ago, Christ was born to the world for a purpose 
and in answer to a need during a time of Messianic hope; yet, the sense of wonder and 
amazement that struck the magi and the shepherds was contrasted by the perverse 
resentment and crafty vindictiveness of Herod the Great. While one may humanly 
understand (though not agree with) the rejection of Christ by the Gentiles, the Romans 
and the Greeks, it is tough to explain why even the Jews, Christ's own people, rejected 
Him when they were in fact anticipating the Messiah. "He came unto His own and His 
own received Him not" (John I:11)., 

Contradictions! Contradictions! Even the circumstances of Christ's birth itself showed 
a 'contradiction'. It was prophesied in Scripture, and so it was predestined by God in 
accord with His will, for the Christ child to be born in Bethlehem. Still, wasn't it man 's 
will at work when Caesar Augustus ordered the census that compel\ed Joseph and 
Mary to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem and thereby caused the birth to take place 
in Bethlehem? Experiences in life are by nature fraught with paradoxes and a thousand 
and one questions have been pondered by Christians and non-Christians alike: Why 
does a loving God perm 
evil? Why does .' 

, [~omnipotent God not 
move his hand to 

11i1[I 1" • ':' . .,i'-.··.·. 
away the sin of the : '~;' 

~ .. :fi
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God's will and man's wi ~ ;"" . " .' ..~ ..~...c J\'~ in the birth of Christ is ~ .~ significant manifestation ~ 1 - ..· ·r'" :-;.:: 
divine reality - Everythi 
whether we are able to understand it or not, is possible with God; every prophecy in 
Scripture will be fulfilled if it has not yet been, even though natural minds may find it 
impossible to reconcile divergent notions whether in one's experiences or in our 

PYRAMID SCHEMES 
The "pyramid" scheme is essentially a business variation of the familiar "chain letter." It 
works this way: 

Promotor ("P") offers A and B the chance to "invest" by purchasing "distributorships" at 
$1000 each. The "distributorships" give A and B the "exclusive" right to sell 
"distributorships" to others for $1000 each and to sell certain products to the publ ic. 
However, each $1000 that A and B receive from their sales of "distributorships" must be 
divided with P, say 50-50. Thus, theoretically, A and B can realize $500 on each 
"distributorship" they sell and can completely recover their initial $1000 "investment" by 
selling only two "distributorships." P, however, has received not only A's and B's $1000 
each, but also $500 for each "distributorship" that A and B sell. Initially, it appears that 
this can go on forever, with no one being hurt and everyone making money. But, the 
chart below shows that the number of investors needed to keep the pyramid scheme 
working quickly exceeds the popUlation of the United States. (The chart assumes P 
initially sells "distributorships" to six persons, each of whom brings in an additional six 
"purchasers" per month.) 

Month Participants 

I 6 
2 36 
3 216 
4 1,296 
5 7,776 
6 46,656 
7 279,936 
8 1,679,616 
9 10,077,696 
10 60,466, 176 
II 362,797,056 (Exceeding US Population) 

12 2,176,782,336 

13 13,060,694,016 (Exceeding World Population) 


The chart also shows why such a scheme is called a "pyramid" - the promoters are at the 
top of a pyramid-shaped flow of money. Money coming from later investors flows 
upward to the top. 

From the above ·pyramid" scheme we can see that if Christians were to be as committed 
to bringing people to Christ as these who sell the pyramid distributorship, we could have 
won the whole world to Christ in just merely 13 cycles or generations. What motivates 
these pyramid praditioners - money? What motivates us - the love of Christ? 

contemplations of what is to come. The nativity scene of Christ's birth was not just 



~ dhOU"JIit.s on T;hri.stma.s 

Christmas means different things to different people. To some, it is that time 

of the year for the expected caroling and special worship services; for others, it is again 
the dawn of an annual season for merry-making and the expected gamut of pleasures. 
What does Christmas mean to you? Whatever it means, it is a fact that both Christians 
and non-Christians alike, whether enthusiastically or grudgingly, know its historical 
association with Christ. 

Of course, to the world, the teachings of Jesus Christ are harder to follow and obey 
than the appeals of gifts and fun that children effortlessly associate with 

Santa Claus. I would have less reservation about the Santa Claus 
feature in Christmas celebrations if not for the way generations of 

people have corrupted the understanding of this popular figure 
according to their own popular preference for fairy tale and fantasy. 

In fact, 'Santa Claus' was a Bishop of Myra (modem-day Turkey) by the real name of 
"Nieholas. He was a faithful Christian who preached about the blessings of secret giving 
(Matt. 6:1-4) and practised what he preached: 

1 "Be careful not to do your acts ofrighteousness' before men, to be 
seen by them. lfyou do, you will have no rewardfrom your Father in 
heaven.. 
2 "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, 
to be honored by men. J tell you the truth, they have received their 
reward in full. 
3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, 
4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you. (NJV) 

He would not have been found out and 'embarrassed' for his secret giving of alms to 
needy folks over the years if not for a determined beneficiary, who sought to find out 
who was behind a generous gift of gold that arrived in the nick of time to save his 
daughter from being sold to slavery. 

St. Nicholas was a God-loving man who applied the message of 
Matt. 6: 1-4 in his altruism. Even before his death, people started 
following in his footsteps of secret giving without seeking 
personal recognition. So the story of a good man spread beyond 
the shores of Myra and his name transformed to 'Saint Nicklaus' 
(in Germany), to 'Sinter Klaus' (in Dutch) and finally to 'Santa 
Claus' when the story reached America. 

People today may tell the story of a rotund Santa Claus coloured with the myth of a red­
nosed reindeer puIling a sleigh, of oversized socks, chimney adventures, etc.; and shopping 
centres are always in season to be decked with Santa symbols to buy and give - but where 
is the spirit of giving according to the message of Matt. 6: 1-4 that the real St. Nicholas 
preached and applied in his own life? 

So you see how the modem-day babble about Santa Claus is nothing on charity but a lot on 
self-serving (or selfish) motivations. The saving grace is that amidst the nonsense of the 
world, there do exist pockets of benevolent organizations and individuals who, consciously 
or not, respond to charity caIls in this season of peace and good will in accord with the 
message of Matt. 6: 1-4. In other words, they give out of their true heart of love for the joy 
of others while seeking no personal credit. 

I have no problem with the true story of St. Nicholas, but I have little affection for the 
corrupted story of Santa Claus. Children should be told the real place of Santa Claus in 
fantasy and the real example of St. Nicholas as a Godly man who did what he preached on 
selfless love and benevolence without drawing attention to hirnselffor his charity. 

While the world may be carried away with its distortions of the Christmas story, Christians 
ought not follow suit. What does Christmas mean to you? 

If you say that the spirit of Christmas is not detached from the spirit of giving and of peace 
and good wi\l towards men, you are absolutely correct. 

It was on Christmas Day two millenniums ago that the giving of the Son of God took 
place. That was the most precious gift sinful man could have asked for - for the babe in the 
manger born of a virgin fulfilled God's promise in Scripture. A Saviour was born to the 
world! We do not deserve the gift of a Saviour. We deserve condemnation. But God in his 
love gave not because of our asking. It was a free gift that conferred on those who received, 
those who believed in Christ's name, the right to become children of God. (John 1: 12) 
Salvation as a 'gift' or 'free gift' is referred to many times in Scripture. (See Rom. 3:24; 
5: 15-17; 6:23; 2 Cor. 9: 15; Eph. 2:8; James 1: 17-18). 

Hence, the birth of Christ must be the greatest expression of the true spirit of giving out of 
love and good will, but not out of demand. 

It is also known that Christ was born during a period called pax 
Romana, a time of peace and prosperity when Rome was under 't\Vttr 
Caesar Augustus. While this was ,0, and the people enjoyed a feeling I'n~ 
of goodness and safety, the religious climate was one of widespread 
polytheism. Ritualism, formalism, materialism ... reared their ugly 
heads. "In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken ... " (Lk 2: I) It was in those days, under the 
prevailing circumstances of spiritual corruption, of false comfort in 
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the covetousness of materialism, and of Messianic hope, that Christ was bom. The 
temporal and false peace of man was to be swapped with the true and lasting peace that 
the coming of the Son of God offered. "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men." (Lk 2: 14 KJV) 

Are we different in our present spiritual and materialistic states compared with the 
Roman Empire under Caesar Augustus? Have we been living under a false sense of 
comfort and peace with our material possessions the have-nots envy, or are we 
experiencing a stirring of discomfort and insecurity in the wake of frightening global 
events? Do we grasp the difference of ' temporary peace' and 'lasting peace'? Where 
can we bank our security for higher returns? 

On Christmas Day two millenniums ago, Christ was born to the world for a purpose 
and in answer to a need during a time of Messianic hope; yet, the sense of wonder and 
amazement that struck the magi and the shepherds was contrasted by the perverse 
resentment and crafty vindictiveness of Herod the Great. While one may humanly 
understand (though not agree with) the rejection of Christ by the Gentiles, the Romans 
and the Greeks, it is tough to explain why even the Jews, Christ's own people, rejected 
Him when they were in fact anticipating the Messiah. "He came unto His own and His 
own received Him not" (John I:11)., 

Contradictions! Contradictions! Even the circumstances of Christ's birth itself showed 
a 'contradiction'. It was prophesied in Scripture, and so it was predestined by God in 
accord with His will, for the Christ child to be born in Bethlehem. Still, wasn't it man 's 
will at work when Caesar Augustus ordered the census that compel\ed Joseph and 
Mary to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem and thereby caused the birth to take place 
in Bethlehem? Experiences in life are by nature fraught with paradoxes and a thousand 
and one questions have been pondered by Christians and non-Christians alike: Why 
does a loving God perm 
evil? Why does .' 
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whether we are able to understand it or not, is possible with God; every prophecy in 
Scripture will be fulfilled if it has not yet been, even though natural minds may find it 
impossible to reconcile divergent notions whether in one's experiences or in our 

PYRAMID SCHEMES 
The "pyramid" scheme is essentially a business variation of the familiar "chain letter." It 
works this way: 

Promotor ("P") offers A and B the chance to "invest" by purchasing "distributorships" at 
$1000 each. The "distributorships" give A and B the "exclusive" right to sell 
"distributorships" to others for $1000 each and to sell certain products to the publ ic. 
However, each $1000 that A and B receive from their sales of "distributorships" must be 
divided with P, say 50-50. Thus, theoretically, A and B can realize $500 on each 
"distributorship" they sell and can completely recover their initial $1000 "investment" by 
selling only two "distributorships." P, however, has received not only A's and B's $1000 
each, but also $500 for each "distributorship" that A and B sell. Initially, it appears that 
this can go on forever, with no one being hurt and everyone making money. But, the 
chart below shows that the number of investors needed to keep the pyramid scheme 
working quickly exceeds the popUlation of the United States. (The chart assumes P 
initially sells "distributorships" to six persons, each of whom brings in an additional six 
"purchasers" per month.) 

Month Participants 

I 6 
2 36 
3 216 
4 1,296 
5 7,776 
6 46,656 
7 279,936 
8 1,679,616 
9 10,077,696 
10 60,466, 176 
II 362,797,056 (Exceeding US Population) 

12 2,176,782,336 

13 13,060,694,016 (Exceeding World Population) 


The chart also shows why such a scheme is called a "pyramid" - the promoters are at the 
top of a pyramid-shaped flow of money. Money coming from later investors flows 
upward to the top. 

From the above ·pyramid" scheme we can see that if Christians were to be as committed 
to bringing people to Christ as these who sell the pyramid distributorship, we could have 
won the whole world to Christ in just merely 13 cycles or generations. What motivates 
these pyramid praditioners - money? What motivates us - the love of Christ? 

contemplations of what is to come. The nativity scene of Christ's birth was not just 













Camp Hearts 

I attended the K.I.D.S. camp from J7th to 
19th November. 

I enjoyed the many interesting activities 
lined up to keep us well occupied. One of 
these was the glass painting taught to us 
at the Church on the day of reporting for 
the camp. It was fun learning the art. 
Following that, we were also well fed by 
the sumptuous spread of food on the 
table. Then we set off for Sentosa 

We hunted for treasure along the beach at 
Sentosa Some secret. treasures were 
discovered. All the treasure hunters were 
perspiring and rushing for the bath when 
they returned to the campsite. 

The musical fountain show with: its 
dazzling laser displays was beautiful and 
exciting. The supper after the show was 
both a delight for hungry stomachs and 
energizing for tired bodies. 

Morning exercises, beach activIties, 
quizzes, photo taking, skits performance, 
etc. had all the camp participants busy 
throughout the camp. Breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and supper kept us all well charged 
with enough energy for our activities. 

Many thanks to God for His blessing of 
fine weather throughout the camp 
duration. It mined heavily immediately 
when I reached home after the camp. . 

Next year will be my final year with 
K.I.D.S. I look forward to another 
K.I.D.S. camp. Many thanks to the uncles 
and aunties who have sweated to make it 
possible for us to have both fun and 
learning. 

ST£PS TO LIF£ 

One day a farmer's donkey fell 
down into a well. The animal cried 
piteously for hours as the farmer tried to 
figure out what to do. Finally he decided 
the animal was old and the well needed 
to be covered up anyway, it just wasn't 
worth it to retrieve the donkey. He 
invited all his neighbors to come over 
and help him. They all grabbed a shovel 
and began to shovel dirt into the well. 

At first, the donkey realized 
what was happening and cried horribly. 

Then, to everyone's 
amazement, he quieted down. A few 
shovel loads later, the farmer finally 
looked down the well and was 
astonished at what he saw. 

• 
With every shovel of dirt that 

hit his back, the donkey was doing 
something amazing. He would shake it 
off and take a step up. As the farmer's 
neighbors continued to shovel dirt on top 
of the animal, he would shake it off and 
take a step up. Pretty soon, everyone was 
amazed as the donkey stepped up over 
the edge of the well and trotted oill 

Life is going to shovel dirt on 
you, ailldnds ofdirt. The trick to gelling 
out ofthe well is to shake it off and take 
a step up. Each of our troubles is a 
stepping stone. We can get out of the 
deepest wells just by not stopping, never 
giving up! 

Shake it offand take a step up' 

purity. Commercialization is often accompanied by some misrepresentations or 
deceptions an added case in point. 

4. 	 People - it is a place where the Gentiles, or the "outsiders" so to speak can 
come to know and worship God. The sellers are doing the selling at the Court 
of Gentiles. Isaiah 56:7 assured godly non-Jews that they would be allowed to 
worship God in the Temple. By allowing the Court of Gentiles to become a 
noisy, smelly marketplace, the Jewish leaders were interfering with God's 
provisions. The mission of God to reach out in grace to these people were 
curtailed. 

The point is this: 

SOME THINGS ARE SACRED TO GOD AND NOT TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY. 

Another case to consider to reinforce this was the case 
where Uzzah reached out and handled the Ark of God 
when the oxen stumbled while the Ark was being 
transported to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6: 6-7). It seemed 
to be a very logical thing for Uzzah to do from a purely 
pragmatic and human perspective. But guess what - he 
was struck dead by God, due to what the Bible 
explained was an irreverent act. Again there are things 
that are sacred to God, humans must not profane them 
lest they incur God's wrath. 

Conclusion: 

During Christmas period, let us go to the house of God 
in a serious frame of mind, knowing what business we 
are about and in whose presence we are engaged. Let us 
beware of giving God a mere formal service, while our 
hearts are full of worldly things. Let us leave our 
business and money at home, and do not carry them 
with us to church. Let us · beware of allowing any 
buying and selling in our heart, in the midst of our 
religious assemblies. Let us worship the Emmanuel with 
a thankful heart. Amen. 

:J~Uvt. .Mwttin ?je£ 

Shawn Lee 
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OR lunior C~p 

• 	 Chlll'ches that adopt an "entertaining" commercial approach and methods in 


their worship services; and to market their Services. 


Here we see the tension is between trying to be relevan t and seeking to please God. For 
the Christians the fundamental question to ask is does it glorify God or not'? Glotifying 
God is the main aim of our existence. Which will lead to us asking the next question ­
does it please God? So we have to go to God's Word which is His revelation to 
humanity to discover the answer. Granted jf one is willing to do so, it will not take long 
to discover that there are things that are sacred to God and cannot be subjected to 
commercialization and secularization. 

One very important episode on th is score, is the account of Jesus confronting the sellers 
of goods mthe Temple at jerusalem ~ecorded in the Gospel (Matt 21: 12- 13). We are not 
so much concerned with the phys ical actions or elrama per se. Rather let us focus on 
what attitudes or perspt:ctives lies behind the selling that incLUTed Jesus' wrath. To get a 
handle on the events and physical actions exhibited by our Lord we need to ask a very 
pertinent question - what was the purpose of dle sacred Temple mthe first place? The 
or iginal p urpose of the Temple is at least fOlU' fold, represented by 4Ps: 

I. 	 Presence of G od - it is where the Presence of God dwell . Even for us humans 
we do not find it acceptable when Olll' home is turned into a noisy "pasar 
m alam" when we are present. How much more so is God's house'? Instead of , 
people becoming mElre like God in holiness as they worsh ip Him and meditate 
on his Word, commercialization and secularization lead to people conform ing 
their perception of God into their own image. 

2. 	 P r ayer - the Lord Jesus reminded that the temple is to remain what it is; "the 
House of Prayer" . The noise and commercial activities a.re serious distracters 
from meaningfu l, meditative prayers. ./ 

3. 	 P1ace of worship - it is a p lace to worship God in reverence and contemplation. 
Commercialization and secularization leads to irreverence and distraction from 
true worship in spir it and in truth . The temple is not to be turned into a den of 
robbers. What robbery did the sellers commit? They apparently are just selling 
what people need to buy. PilgTims coming to the Pa.ssover feast needed animals 
that met the ritual requirements for sacrifice, and the vendors set up animal 
pens. They also sold doves, doves were required for purification of women 
(Lev 12:6, Luke. 2:22-24), cleansing of d iseases (Lev 14:22), and other 
purposes (Lev 15:1 4,29). Doves were also used as offering of the poor as they 
cannot afford larger animals. But the fact is that they not only rob man but also 
God's glory in their deceitfulness. They robbed the temple of its sanctity and 

I hope you all had a wonderful time working with one another, knowing one another, having fun, in 
spite of all the stress with taking care of 12 to 14 girls, and had a good learning experience. In 
order to achieve the above, I guess we need to have the right attitude in doing all things and a 
teachable heart. May God continue to grant us strength and wisdom to serve Him and Glorify Him 
in all that we do. I am so thanlcfulto God for his protection to all of us during the camp. We are 
also thankful for God' s provision. Tay, Jim and the children coming to the rescue when we were 
short handed to do the fire starting for BBQ. Of course not forgetting Wei Yang, Jerome and 
Kenton for their high standard in scrubbing the mess tins. 

God knows who is best for each job. He has given us wisdom to ask Grace & Esther to come and 
help us. I must say they stayed in the kitchen from 6 am to 9pm or even lOpm before they knocked 
offtheir duty. lbank you ladies God has been so kind to us to send you both to be helpers. 

Thank God for Beng Lay's high power energy. Without you I don't think we could manage the 
handicraft work. 

Soo Wei, Liqin, Jasmine, Myrtle, Uma, Meili thank you for joining us and I must say Uma you did 
a good job. You did well keep it up. 

Susan and Cecilia thank you for volunteering to run the camp. May God continue to grant you a 
wonderful time of serving Him and give you greater strength. 

May Ling thank you for doing the last minute print out for us. Hopefully next year you will not be 
press tor time and able to join us full time so that you can enjoy the camp. 

Theresa, your role this year is different and as usual you did well and do your parents and God 
proud in spite of your age. Keep it up and may God continue to grant you strength and passion to 
study we!!. 

Mindy and Stephanie thank you for coming to help us. Mindy, I thank the Lord for your strength 
and indeed God has used you to help to carry the girl out oCthe bus to her bed. Thank you so much 
for carrying her because I don't think r have the strength to do that. Stephanie, thank you for 
staying up so late to wait for Joanne's father. J hope you two will consider joining us for next year's 
camp and I can ~sure you will gain much in experience. By the way how about joining us in the 
Girls Brigade junior ministry? 

Betsy thank you for joining us and ram glad Sabrina was with us. I hope she can continue to join 
us in our future camps. Julie I know you don' t really enjoy being in the group as leader with so 
many kids to care for. But 1 hope you did enjoy yourself and we look forward to have you as our 
next camp commandant. Thanks Hui Ling and Hui Wen for joining us, I hope you girls had fun and 
hope to have you all again next year. 

I hope I did not leave anyone out. I want to thank the Lord for giving me so much strength during 
the camp. May the Lord's name be magnified and glorified in all that we do. Amen. 

Thanks. 

~. 

.J 
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(below is a greeting letter fivm Rev Daniel Nelsson - the First Pastor ofJCC) 

Dear Friends around the world, 

When you have celebrated your Golden Anniversary and both of you have turned 80 you 
ought to be prepared for a change .. But who wants to think of a separation from a lifelong 
fellowship with the person you once upon the time brought to the altar? But prepared or 
not it happened to me on Tuesday evening March 6th this year. I had been holding 
Solveig in my arms for quite a while before I realized that Solveig's spirit had left her 
body. Together with Staff an and his son ]ens and Dorothy and 6rjan we could gather 
together around her body, well taken care of by the nurses in the hospital in a nicely 
made-up bed and thank God for what she had meant to me during 56 years and for our 
children and grandchildren. We were all gathered in OUf parish church on March 23td for 
a very beautiful memorial service, the church filled to the last seat with friends. From 
there we proceeded to the parish hall of our local district church here in Savja, where 
short but to the point speeches witnessed about the impression Solveig had made in many 
peoples' lives. I knoWihat in a short while we will meet again in the new world that Jesus 
has promised his disciples the last evening together "In my Fatherrs HOl(se there are 
many rooms .. " In God's vast universe there are many solar systems, where Jesus has 
prepared a new world of peace and love for those who have put their trust in HfM and 
HIS promise that a reunion there, will be! What joy and happiness to meet them alii In 
the midst of sorrow and loneliness you have a great future to look forward to! 

In the meantime I try to adjust myself to the new situation. I have invited two students to 
share the house with me. ll1ere is a tremendous need for housing for students moving to 
Uppsala to fw-ther their studies. Some of them have to rent an apartment 50 - 60 km away 
end travel by train and bus. My two students can use their bicycles when weather pcnllits 
or travel for only 20-25minutes by bus. 

I am still with the team of retired pastors, counseling people in distress in the Cathedral. 
You meet them in tears the ·first time. After a few sessions they have mustered up 
courage to tackle a difficult situation and start a new life. "Ibat is a great experience. We 
have the greatest remedy for troubles: faith in Jesus, who can change our lives and give 
meaning to it. 

Christ, who was born into this world 2000 years ago is still working and therefore I wish 
that you would be drawn closer to Him during the coming Advent and Christmas season. 
The New Year might bring more disasters to the world but let us remember that Christ 
won a great victory on Calvary's cross, the darkest hour in history. He is still with us and 
His Church Universal, bringing us Peace, Joy and protection. He is still using us, His 
poor and weak servants to promote the message: Joy to the world .... 

Yours in Christ 

l>.niel ~elsson 

lldumt ~ to. goa! Advent is the season whereby Christians 
celebrate Christ's first coming as Emmanuel (God with us) with hope and 

anticipation of Christ's second Coming. But for the rest of the world Christmas 
is a time to promote and sell products by special seasonal sales together with Xmas 

decorations and lighting. Much of the commercialism of the world unfortunately is also 
creeping into the Church. The Today Newspaper of 281h May 2001, reported that a 
glossy magazine-style version of the Old Testanlent targeting young 
people who rarely read the Bible was due to be launched in England.\ 	 '... 
However it created a storm of controversy as the publishers planned ,/~ifg~~ 
to use models such as Ms Claudia Schiffer as illustrations. One of1 them said that most of the models will have their clothes on, but 

there wiII be some nudity because the Bible is very sensual and they 
 ".~" : . .
are going to exploit that. Their stated aim is to take the Bible off the 

back shelf and put it on the coffee table - of course we know behind ,\,~ 
,this the ultimate aim is to make money. Seems to make sense from '~ 


the commercial perspective by making the Bible appealing to the 

consumer. But from the Christian perspective it is not right. But 

why? 

There are other similar cases that we can enwnerate: 


• 	 Churches that open their worship hall to THE ~IJ, 
screen live telecast of Football World Cup 
matches 

• 	 Commercial Companies that keep sending 

mails., flyers, faxes or e-mails to churches 

to promote Christmas products to 

Christians claiming Christian affiliations 

and management. 


• 	 Church members touting and selling 

products before or after church services to 

other members. 





