—

(dvent gueetings o gou! Advent is the season whereby Christians
celebrato Chist’s first coming as Emmanuel (God with us) with hope and
anticipation of Christ’s second Coming. But for the rest of the world Christmas
is @ t me to promote and sell products by special seasonal sales together with Xmas
decorations and lighting. Much of the commercialism of the world enforfunately is dlso
creeping into the Church. The Today Newspaper of 28" May 2001, reported that a
glossy magazine-style version of the Old Testameni tarpeting young
people who rarely read the Bible was due to be lounched in England.
However & crealed a storm of controversy as the publizhers planned
b wse models such as Ms Claudia Schiffer as illustrations, One of
them =aid that most of the models will have their clothes on, bul
there will be somie nudity because the Bible is very sensual and they
are going to exploit that. Their stated aim is to take the Bible off the
back shelf and put it on the coffee table — of course we know behind
this the ultimate aim is o make mongy, Seems 10 make sense from
the commiercial perspective by migking the Bible appealing to the
vonsimer,  Bat from e Cligistban poispective B ool gt Bul
why?

There are olher similir cases that we can enurmerate;

» Churches that open thewr waorship hall to
screen live telecast of Football World Cuop
matiches

#  Commercial Companies thal keep -sending
mails, fyers, faxes or e«mails lo churches
io. promote Christmas products 1o
Christinns claiming Christian affilistions
and management.

# Church members touting and  selling
products before or afler chiurch services (o
other members.




® Chizches thet adopt an “entertaining™ commerclal approsch and methods in
therr worship services; mnd to market then Services

Here we see the tension it between inving 1o be relevant and seeking to piesse God. For
the Oistians the fimdamental question to ask 5 does it gloeily God or not? Glorifying
God is the muin aim of our existence. Which will lead to us asking the nexr question -
doos it please God? So we have 0 o o God's Word which is His revelation to
humanity to discover the mmswer. Ciranted if one is willing to do so, it will nof take long
o disgover that there are things thid ore sacred to God mnd cannol be subjecied o
vommercinlization and sscularization,

Cme very im episade on this soore, b the scoount of Jesus confronting the scliers
of goods in the Tanpie st Jerusalem recorded in the Gospel (Matt 21:12-13)  We are not
80 much concernad with the phisical actions or drama per s&.  Rather et s focus o
what sttitudes or parspectives fies behind the s=ifing that mourred Jesin' wrath. To geta
handle on the events and physical actions exhibited by our Lord we need to ask a8 very
pertinent question - whal wus the parpose of the sucred Temple in the first pluce? The
arigingl purpose of tho Temple s at least four fold, representad by 4Ps;

I, Presence of God ~ it is where the Presence of God dwell. Even for us humens
we do not find it meceptable when owr home s tumed into o nolsy “pasar
malam™ when we are préseil.  How much mere so is God's howse? Instead of
people becoming mone like God in holiness as they worship Him snd meditase
on his Word, commercialiration s secularizstion lesd o prople conforming
their percoption of God inte their owa mage.

2. Peaver —the Lord Jesus reminded that the temple §s to romain what it is; “the
House of Proyer™  The noise and commercial activities are :mmudimclm
from meaningfil, meditative prayers,

1, Piwee of worship - it [ 8 place to warship God in reverence and contemplatian.
Commercialization and secularization leads to imeveronce and disiraction {rom
trise worship in spirit and in trath. The temple s not to be turmed into a den of
fubbers. What robbery did the seliers commit? They spparonily are jest seiling
what poople need to bay.  Pilgrms commg to the Pessover foea needed animails
that met the ritual requirements for sacifice, sad the vendors sel op animal
pens. They also sold doves, doves were required for purification of women
(Lev 126, Luke 2:22-24), cleansing of diseases (Lev 14:22), and other
purposes (Lev 15:14.29), Doves were also used as offering of the poor as they
eannol afford langzer anlmals, Bul the fact is thal they not oaly rob man but also
God's glory in their deceitfulness. They robbed the temple of its snelity snd



purity. Commercialization is often accompanied by some misrepresentations or
deceptions an added case in point.

4. People — it is a place where the Gentiles, or the “outsiders” so to speak can
come to know and worship God. The sellers are doing the selling at the Court
of Gentiles, Isaiah 56.7 assured godly non-Jews that they would be allowed to
worship God in the Temple. By allowing the Court of Gentiles to become a
noisy, smelly marketplace, the Jewish leaders were interfering with God's
provisions. The mission of God to reach out in grace to these people were

curtailed.

The point is this:

SOME THINGS ARE SACRED TO GOD AND NOT TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY.

+
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] “aithful

Another case to consider to reinforce this was the case
where Uzzah reached out and handled the Ark of God
when the oxen stumbled while the Ark was being
transported to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6: 6-7). It seemed
to be a very logical thing for Uzzah to do from a purely
pragmatic and human perspective. But guess what - he
was struck dead by God, due to what the Bible
explained was an irreverent act. Again there are things
that are sacred to God, humans must not profane them
lest they incur God’s wrath.

Conclusion:

During Christmas period, let us go to the house of God
in a serious frame of mind, knowing what business we
are about and in whose presence we are engaged. Let us
beware of giving God a mere formal service, while our
hearts are full of worldly things. Let us leave our
business and money at home, and do not carry them
with us to church. Let us-beware of allowing any
buying and selling in our heart, in the midst of our
religious assemblies. Let us worship the Emmanuel with
a thankful heart. Amen.

 Pastox Mantin Yee



Is the King James
Version the only true

word, of God?

(Conclusmn)
Doctrme of Delty of Chnst

?mponents of KJV cla|ms that the

mversions deny the biblical
teachlng that Jesus Christ is God
and‘that_the"translation is done by
‘liberalg’.who refuse to translate the
truth of. Chnsts deity. . ~Riplinger
makes thls .astounding clalm in her
book "Why I. wrote the Book: New
age Bible Ve;SIons “Working 12
hours a day” for nine months,
comparing every single word in the
New Testament, left me shocked
and horrified at the blatant and
gross omissions and perversion in
new versions. | found the deity of
our Lord Jesus Christ has been
deleted at every turn.” Likewise
Cecil J Carter, in his Book “New
American Standard Version and the
Deity of Christ® claims. “A
characteristic of new Bible versions
is found in the way that virtually
every one of them alters Scripture
which plainly teach the Deity of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Ripliner, Carter and others claim
that NASB, NIV, NKJV are guilty of
deleting the deity of Chnst.
Riplinger claims in her
aforementioned book in “over one
hundred instances”. She also cites
Philippians 2:5-7 and that every new

version denies the deity of
Christ in this verse.

If we compare Philippians 2:6-

7 in the KJV and the modern

version, we find that the deity
of Christ is not denied at all, but in
fact more clearly caught in the NIV
than in other versions.

(Phil 2:6-7)

KJV  Who, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: But made himself of
no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men:

NKJV Who, in the very form God,
did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God.

NIV Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with
God something to be grasped, but
made himself nothing, taking the
very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness.

The NIV by translating “Who, being
in very nature God” is much clearer.

DA Carson, a renowned and well
respected Bible scholar made a
study of eight primary verses
declaring that Jesus Chnist is God,
examining the KJV, Revised
Version, RSV, New English Bible,
Moffatt, Goodspeed, Today’s
English Version, NIV, Modern
Language Bible and even the



Jehovah's Witnessess' New World
Translation{NWT).

Only the NWT omits all references
to Christs deity. Even the
theologically liberal translation such
as Moffatt and Goodspeed have one
and three references respectively
ascribing the deity of Christ. The
KJV has four of the eight verses as
reference to Jesus' deity. The NIV
has highest by far seven of eight
references clearly teaching the deity
of Christ. These findings can be
found in a chart in “King James
Version Debate” by DA Carson.

James white in his book “The King
James Only Controversy” and a
similar study company KJV, NIV and
NASB on 12 primary references to
Christ's deity. Of the 12 references,
NASB is clear on 12, NIV 11 of the
12, KJV is clear only on 6 of the 12
references. It appears that the
newer version corrects the KJV in
order to properly declare the deity of
Christ.

As an example in Titus 2:13 and 2
Peter 1:1, the KJV inaccurately
translates these passages by
splitting the temms “God” and
“Savior”, preaching “the great God
and our Savior, Jesus Christ”. The
translation implies two persons
being spoken of:

1)The great God and
2) Our Savior Jesus Christ

Jehovah's Witnesses use this
ambiguity to argue that Jesus Christ
is not “our great God” but only “our
Savior”.

The KJV translators were unaware
of a grammatical rule for translation
of Greek, which was only
discovered in the early 19C. The
KJV translates knew Greek less well
than Latin and constantly used Latin
to get themselves through the
Greek. This explains the
mistranslation of Titus 2:13, 2 Peter
1:11.

The NIV, NASB having full
knowledge of the rule translate
these verses correctly “Our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ”
showing Jesus is both God and our
Saviour.

Although there are instances where
the deity of Christ is not clearly
translated in the KJV, this does not
mean the KJV denies the deity of
Christ.

Lucifer and the moming star

Why did the KJV use “Lucifer” and
the modern version the tem
“morning star” in Isaiah 14:12. The
term  “Lucifer” comes from the
Jerome Latin Bible, the Vulgate,
which the KJV sometimes used for
their translation. The Latin word for
“morning star” is Lucifer. You can
check any good English dictionary
and you will find that they give the



meaning for Lucifer as “morning
star”. The term is used figuratively to
describe the rise and fall of Babylon.
Thus when the modern version
translates the term “morning star”
they are being true to the text
because that is what the original
Hebrew says. To associate the
moming star in Isaiah 14:12 with
someone other than the king of
Babylon must be reading into the
verse meaning from somewhere
else.

How did Lucifer for moming star
become equated with Satan? This
is something the medieval church
(during around 500 - 1000 AD)
authorities imported into the text
without scriptural warrant. Thus to
associate the Latin word “the
moming star” to Lucifer with the
concept of Satan can only be
derived in a secondary sense.

Revelations 22:16 describe Jesus
as the true bright and moming star.
This does not mean that Isaiah can't
use the Hebrew word for moming
star to speak of the king of Babylon.
There is no basis whatsoever for
saying that the modem version is
trying to link Jesus to Satan.

Is the KJV more readable then’

modern versions?

Proponents of the KJV have even
claimed that based on scientific
facts the KJV is as readable or
superior to that of modern

translations. Those who have read
the KJV and modern translations
would find this difficult to agree with.
Results obtained by NKJV editors
observed that the KJV was more
difficut to read than modern
transiations. The KJV required 12"
grade reading level, NASB 11"
grade, RSV 10.4, TLB 8.3, NKJV 8,
NIV 7.8.

It was the reading difficulty of the
KJV that was the reason for the
NKJV. The KJV, 400 year old
English is indeed anything but clear.
Certain words and phrases are
completely out of use and convey
little meaning to the readers, for
example:

Chambering (Romans  13:13),
“cieled” (Haggai 1:4); “clouted upon
their feet (Joshua 9:5); “cotes” (2
Chronicles  32:28); “suretiship”
(Proverbs 11:15); “sackbut” (Daniel
3:5); ‘“scall” (Leviticus 13:30);
“brigandines”  (Jeremiah  46:4),
“amerce” (Deuteronomy 22:19);
‘wen” (Leviticus 22:22); “nitre”
(Proverbs 25:20); and “tabret’
(Genesis 31:27). In addition we find
words like almug, neesing, chode,
habergeon, purtenance, aceldama,
blains, wot, trow, churl, ambassage,
collops of fat, wimples, hole's
mouth, ouches of gold, naughty figs,
and fetched a compass (which does
not mean to go find a compass but
“to turn around”). These were the
words chosen by KJV translators in
their day to signify the meaning of
the Hebrew and Greek words |



doubt any modern readers would
understand the meaning of such oid
English terms today? Translators
now find current English words in
use that more accurately convey the
meaning for our own era.

Conclusion

Modern versions of the Bible have
been used by God for the salvation
of many unbelievers. Kenneth
Barker, general editor of the NIV,
comments, “My files are replete with
testimonial letters from people all
over the world testifying as to how
they've been brought to Christ — a
saving knowledge, a saving faith
through reading the NIV...
Christians all over the world have
been blessed and spiritually taught
and matured in their Christian life
though using the NIV.”

It would be ironic if this Bible version
labeled by some as satanic is used
by God in such a mighty manner.
The modern versions are godsend
having brought the word to
hundreds of millions of people in an
understandable readable form.
Today we are indeed blessed to
have the complete revealed word of
God in the Bible. We have the
choice of various translations, not to
speak of the comprehensive study
guides and Christian literature. We
shoud be comfortable with
whatever version, which we can
read and understand well. Let's not
be misled by those who try to lead

us to believe that the word of God
has been corrupted. Jesus said in
Matthew 5:18-19:

"I tell you the truth, until heaven and
earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen,
will by any means disappear from
the Law unti everything is
accomplished. Anyone who breaks
one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others
to do the same will be called least in
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever
practices and teaches these
commands will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It is easier for heaven and earth to
pass from existence than for the
least stroke to a pen to disappear.
Can we think that God in his
providence allow genuine errors in
Scripture which will mislead us on a
mass scale? Jesus himself said,
“Thy Word is truth.” Can we think
otherwise?

Dr Baldwin in his talk in Jul this year
entitled “Which is the Best Bible?”
has impressed us that really there is
no such thing as the best version of
the Bible. God in his divine
providence has preserved the Bible
such that from the more than 5,300
Greek manuscripts of the NT which
exists today, there are only very
minor variants among them. A
noted church historian, Philip Schaff
estimated that there were only 400
variants (which is a very small



percentage of the extant
manuscripts) that affected the sense
of the passage and only 50 were
actually important — but none
affecting any article of faith. The
same applies to the OT, which has
been so accurately preserved.
Eminent OT scholar Dr Robert Dick,
Wilson, after 30 years of research
examining every consonant of the
entire OT (Note only consonants
were used in the ancient text),
commented, “I can affirm that there
is not a page of OT concerning
which we have any doubt’, apart
from minor copyist ermors, “we can
be absolutely certain that we have
the text of the OT which Christ and
the apostles had and which was in
existence from the beginning.”

Based on these research and from
what we heard from Dr Baldwin we
can be confident that the Word we
have in our hands, even after many
generations and translated into our
modern language today is the Word
of God. As Charles Spurgeon once
wrote of the rudeness of those who
question the inerrancy of the Bible,
“This book is untainted by ervor...
Why? Because God wrote it. Ah,
charge God with error if you please;
tell Him that His book is not what it
ought to be.”

This debate on Bible versions is an
unnecessary distraction and can
cause confusion and division within
churches. The energies of the
Church can be better used in more

positive action in obedience to the
Word of God. The debate has also
done damage to Churches, when it
makes statements, which question
the very foundations of our faith.
The extent to which some were
prepared to make damaging
statement in the cause of defending
a particular version has also
resulted in mean spiritedness and
unfounded accusations.

As | said from the outset, | am not
promoting or attacking any one
version. Some prefer the more
literal NASB, other the easier to
read NIV, still other the KJV for the
use of language. | believe that
enough scholarly research has been
done to give us the confidence that
it truly is the Word of God. | hope
that readers would feel assured with
the particular version you are using.

Tan Swee Leong

If you are interested in reading more
on this issue, the following
references are useful:

The facts on The King James only
Debate — John Ankerberg & John
Weldon. Available from the Library.

Other references quoted in the
article are also useful.



PYRAMID SCHEMES
The “pyramid” scheme is essentially a business variation of the familiar “chain leter.™ It
works this way:

Promator (“F"") offers A and B the chance to “invest™ by purchasing “distributorships” st
51000 each, The “distributorships” give A and B the “exclusive” right to sell
“distributorships” to others for $1000 each and to sell certain products 1o the public
However, each S1000 that A and B receive from their sales of “distributorships” must be
divided with P, say 50-50. Thus, theoretically, A and B can realize $500 on each
“distributorship” they sell and can completely recover their initial $1000 “investment” by
selling only two “distributarships.” P, however, has recelved not only A's and B's §1000
each, but also §500 for each “distributorship™ that A and B sell. Initially, it appears that
this can go on forever, with no one being hurt and everyone making money, But, the
chart below shows that the number of investors needed (o keep the pyramid scheme
working quickly exceeds the population of the United States. (The chart assumes P
initially sells “distributorships” 1o six persons, each of whom brings in an additional six
“purchasers” per month, )

Month  Participants

B

16

216

1,258
1,776
46,656
279,936
1679616
10,077,696
I0 60,466,176
I 162,797,056 (Exceeding US Population)

12 1,175, 782.138

13 13,060,694,016 (Exceeding World Population)

W el O LA B Ll ) e

The chart also shows why such a scheme |s called 8 “pyramid” - the promalers are al the
top of & pyramid-shaped flow of money. Maney coming from later invesiors flows
upward lo the top.

From the above “pyramic™ schame we can see thal ¥ Christians were lo be as commitiad
lo bringing pecple (o Chins! as (hese who sell the pyramid dstnbuforship, we could have
won the whole workd fo Chas! in just merely 13 cycles or generations. What molivales
these pyramid precifioners - money? What motiviles us - the love of Christ?



ﬂz‘; :.W:ﬁuj&m on Ghristmas

Christrmas means different things to different people. To some, it is that fime
of the vear for the expecied caroling and special worship services; for olhers, i is again
the dawn of an annual zeasen for mermy-making and the expected gamul of pleasures.
What does Christmas mean 10 you? Whatever it means, it is & fact that both Christians
and non-Christians alike, whether enthusimstically or grudgingly, know iz historical
mssociation with Christ

Of course, to the world, the teachings of Jesus Christ are harder {0 follow and obey
than the appeals of gifts and fun that children effortlessly associnie with
Santa Clons | would have less reservation sbout the Santa Claus
feature in Christmas celebrations if not for the way generations of
people have corrupled the understanding of this popular figure
according to their own popular preference for fairy tale and fantasy.

In fact, *Santa Claus’ was a Bishop of Myra (modem-day Turkey) by the real name of
Micholas. He was a faithful Christian who preached about the blessings of secret giving
(Mait. 6:1-4) and practised what he preached:

! "B careful not 1o do your ools of rightecusness” before e, o be
szen by them. If vou do, you will have mo reward from your Father in
heaven,

d "Wo when you ghe fo the needy, do ol annoince i with
frumpeis, as the hypocrites doin he synagogues and on the sireels,
ta e honored by men I tell you the truth, they hove received their
rewerd i ful.

3 Bw when you give fo the needy, do nof let your Left hand know what
Vour Fight hand 15 doing,

4 xo that your piving may be in secrel, Then your Father, who sees
whal i dowe in secred, will rewsrd vou {NI¥)

He would not haive been found out and ‘embarrassed”’ for his secrel giving of alms to
needy folks over the years if not for a determined beneficiary, who sought to find out
who was behind o generous gifi of gold that arrived in the nick of time to save his
daughter from bemg sold 1o slavery,

54 Micholas was a God-lowing man whe applied the message of
Matt. & 14 in his alruism, Even before his death, people siarted
following in his footsteps of seoret giving without seeking
personnl recognition. So the story of & good man spread beyond
the shores of Myra and his name transformed to *Saint Nicklaus'
{in Germany), to “Sinter Klaus' (in Dutch) and finally 1o *Santa
Claus' wihen the story reached Ameérica

People today may tell the story of 8 rofund Santa Claus coloured with the myth of & red-
nosed reindeer pulling a sleigh, of oversized socks, chimney adventures, etc.;, and shopping
cenires are always in season 10 be decked with Santa symbaols to buy and give — but where
iz the spiril of giving sccording to the message of Matl 6:1=4 thei the real 5t Michalas
preached and applied in his owm lifs?

Sa vou see how the modemn-day babble about Sanis Claus is nothing on charity but a lsd on
self-serving (or selfish) motivations. The saving grace is that amidst the nonsense of the
waorld, there do exist pockets of benevalent organizations and individuals who, consciously
or not, respond to charity callz in this season of peace and good will in accord with the
message of Matt, 5.1-4, In-other words, they give oul of ther true heard of love for the jov
of others while seeking no personal cradit.

I have ng problem with the true story of 56 Micholas, but | have linle affzction for the
corrupted story of Santa Claus. Children should be told the real place of Santa Claus in
fantasy and the real cxample of 5t. Nicholas as a Godly man who did what he preached on
selfless love and benevolence without drawing attention to himself for his charity,

While the world may be carried away with its distortions of the Christmas story, Christians
ought not follow suil. What does Christmas mean to you?

If you say that the spirit of Christmas is not detached from the spirit of giving and of peace
and good will tovwards men, you sre absolulely correct.

It waz on Chrisimas Day iwo millennloms ago ihat tbe giving of the Son of God ook
place. That was the most precious gift sinful man could have asked for - for the babe in the
manger born of & virgin fulfilled God's promise in Seriptre. A Saviour was born o the
world! We do not deserve the gift of a Saviour. We deserve condemnation, Bul God in his
love gave nol because of our asking. Il was a free gift that conferred on those who received,
thase who believed in Christ’s name, the right 1o become children of God. (John 1:12)
Salvation as a “gift" or ‘free gift® is referred to many times in Scriphare. (See Rom, 3:24;
5:15-17; 6:23: 2 Cor, 9:15; Eph. 2:8; James 1:17-18).

Hence, thie birth of Christ must bé the greatest expression of the true spirit of giving out of
love and good will, bul not out of demand.

It s also kEnovn that Chast was bom during 8 period galled pax
Romana, a time of peace and prospenity when Rome was under @
Caesar Augustus. While this was so, and the people enjoyed a feeling
of goodness and safety, the religious climate was one of wadespread
polytheism. Rihmlism, formalism, materialism ... reared their ugly
heads “In those davs Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken ..." (Lk Z:1) It was in those days, under the
prevailing circumstances of spiritual corruption, of fulse comfort in



the covetousness of muterialism, and of Messianic hope, that Christ was born. The
temporal and false pence of man was (o be swapped with the true and lasting peace that
the coming of the Son of God offered, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.” (Lk 2:14 KJV)

Are we different in our present spiritual and materialistic states compared with the
Roman Empire under Caesar Augustus? Have we boen living under a (alse sense of
comfort ond peace with our materinl possessions the have-nois envy, or are we
experiencing u stirring of discomfon und insecurity in the wake of frightening global
events? Do we grasp the difference of *tempomry peace’ and *lasting peace'? Where
can we bank our security for higher refums?

On Christmas Day two millenniums ago, Christ was born to the world for a purpose
and v answer [0 § need during & time af Messianic hope, yet, the sense of wonder and
amazemen! that struck the magi and the shepherds was contrasted by the perverse
resentment and crafty vindictiveness of Herod the Greal While one may humanly
understand (though not agree with) the rejection of Christ by the Gentiles, the Romans
and the Greeks, it is lough to explain why even the Jews, Christ's own people, rejected
Him when they were in fact anticipating the Messiah, “He came unto His own and His
own peceived Him noi™ (Joha 101

Contradictions! Contradictions! Even the circumstances of Christ's birth iself showed
a “contradiction”. 1t was prophesied in Scripture, and 20 il was predestined by God in
accord with His will, for the Christ child to be born in Bethlchem. Snll, wasn't it man's
will &t work when Caesar Augustus ordered the census that compelled Joseph and
Mary to travel from Mazwreth to Bethlehem and thereby caused the birth (o fake place
in Bethichem? Experiences in life are by nature fraught with paradoxes and a thousand

move his hand o wave
away the sin of the world?

To me, the confluence of
God's will and man’s will
m the berth of Christ =
significant manifestation of
diwvine reality — Everything,
whether we are able (o undersiand if or not, s possible with God; every prophecy in
Scripture will be fulfilled if it has not yet been, even though natural minds may find it
impassible o reconcile divergen! nolins whether in one’s expenences o n our
contemplations of what is o come. The nabvity scene of Christ's brth was not jusi



humble surroundings, miraculous virgin birth, visits of the wise-men, angelic celebrations
and the like. With a good knowledge of Scriptural prophecies to guide us as we mentally
travel back in time to the nativity scene, we can see how there was more than met the eye.
Since it fitted perfectly the prediction of Scripture, we would see the certainty of the
unfolding of other Scriptural prophecies in time. From our present vantage position, we see
that the growing up of the babe to die on the cross has been fulfilled. His resurrection has
been fulfilled. Looking to the future, we await the day when Christ returns to reign on earth
with the crown.

How will our Lord’s second coming be different from His first coming? How will our
response to the second coming compare with the responses of the magi, the Gentiles, the
Greeks, the Romans and the Herod? For sure, our hope of salvation set down at the first
coming will be fully realized in His second coming. This is of course contingent upon our
spiritual state being warm with preparedness. Christ will come like a thief unannounced.
We are told to be watchful. (Rev. 16:15) If when He comes we, being lacking in vigilance,
are caught cold with apathy like the city of Jerusalem in the past that crucified Him rather
than repenting of their sins, we shall answer to ourselves how Christ will receive us. If we
take the claims of Jesus seriously, we should know that even Herod did so although,
regrettably, his selfish intentions got the better of him.

As we approach another Christmas celebration, we will have caroling and special services
in the Church. It is time for celebration. It is time to worship Christ our King. We must do
all this, not overshadowed by our holiday mood but guarded by the proper biblical
standpoint on this important Christian event. If you wish to have a personal Bible study to
acquire a broad perspective on the Lord’s first coming and His second coming, here are
some Bible verses to follow:

1. Genesis 3:15; 12:1-3; 22:1-18 (see Galatians 3:8); 49:10
2. Exodus 12
3. Leviticus 16
4. Deuteronomy 18:15-19 (see Exodus 33:17-33)
5.2 Samuel 7:12-17
" 6. Psalm 2:1-12; 16:7-11; 22, 23; 110:1 (see Matthew 22:41-45); 118:22
7. Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 52:13--53:12
8. Jeremiah 23:1-6; 32:37-40; 33:6-9, 14-18
9. Daniel 2:31-45; 7:13-14; 9:24-27
10. Micah 5:2-5
11. Zechariah 9:9; 13:7; 14:1-11

May God bless us! May He bless the Church!

John Lee



Introduction

Sarah, the wife of Abraham was
originally known as Sarai, meaning
princely. Sarah is a sacramental name,
which is a name given by God himself
in association with God's gracious
purpose and promise. God gave this
name as a sign of God’s promise as God
declared in Gen 17:15,16: “God also
said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your
wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai;
her name will be Sarah. I will bless her
and will surely give you a son by her. 1
will bless her so that she will be the
mother of nations; kings of peoples will
come from her." Through this promise
Sarah was associated with her husband
in the blessing of the Abrahamic
Covenant. Sarah, which means princess,
the source of nations and kings, became
the mother of nations, kings and
peoples as promised.

Background

Sarah came from the land of Ur of the
Chaldees in Babylon; she was the
daughter of Terah, which makes he the
half sister of Abraham by the same
father. Marriages between near
relatives were accepted though it was
not known if marriages between step
children were acceptable. Sarah was ten
years younger than Abraham. Her
original name of Sarai (meaning
princely) identifies her as possibly
coming from an honored family.

God called. Abraham and told him to
leave his land and relatives and go to
country God will show him. The call

by Tan Swee Leong

was linked to the promise in the
Abrahamic Covenant in Gen 12:1-3.
Abraham left his rich and settled life
and took on a life as a semi-nomad and
finally settled in Haran about 600 miles
north of Ur.

The first reference in the Bible to
Hebrew was given to Abraham in Gen
14:13, who is in fact a Gentile. Hebrew
means “immigrant”. As such Sarah was
the first Hebrewess, the joint ancestor
of the Jewish race, the mother of the
Jewish race from whom “the nations of
the earth shall be blessed. (Gen12:3)

Character

Sarah was  unusually  beautiful
(Genl2:11.14) , even as the age of 90,
Abraham feared that kings would fall
o~ for her beauty.

Her  beauty however
proved her peril, for when
they went to Egypt due
to the famine. Abraham
out of fear that the
Egyptian may kill him and take his wife
led him to dishonor his wife to save his
own neck. Abraham asked his wife to
lie, saying that she was his sister and
not his wife. The pretense is a half-
truth as Sarah was his half sister. A
half-truth is always a lie. It was
inconceivable that Abraham had
allowed his wife to be given to Pharaoh
and taken into his harem. God
intervened and delivered Sarah by
sending plagues upon Pharaoh and his
household.



The same sin was repeated when
Abraham moved to the Negev region
and living in Gerar, Abraham was led to
lie to Abimelech., King of Gerar, saying
that Sarah was his sister. God protected
Sarah and in a dream commanded the
King to restore Sarah to Abraham for
she was his wife. Abraham was
severely rebuked by King Abimelech
for this deceit.

Abraham received the promise of a
child when Sarah was sixty-five. Sarah
waited until she was ninety before the
promise was fulfilled. In the long years
of waiting Sarah wanting to continue
her husband's hereditary line said to her
husband, "The LORD has kept me from
having children. Go, sleep with my
maidservant; perhaps I can build a
family through her." (Gen 16:1). Her
word made it sound as though God's
promises has died in her and she had
relied on her own way to fulfill what
she think God did not. Abraham the
God fearing man went along with her
suggestions, which resulted in much
heartache and tragedy not just for the
family but for the Jewish race and
mankind.

Sarah died at the age of 127 in Kiriath
Arba (Hebron) in the land of Canaan
and was buried in a cave at Machpelah,
which Abraham purchased.

Lessons we can learn form the life of
Sarah

Her submission and obedience

Sarah submitted to Abraham and the
decisions he made. She had submitted
to the decision to move from Ur to a
place that the Lord had promised.
Abraham was rich and they probably
lived a comfortable life with friends and
relatives.  This was exchanged for
uncertainty and a roving existence.
Sarah respected her husband and
honored his decisions.

The Bible did not record of Sarah
disobeying Abraham even in very
trying circumstances. Peter states that
Sarah called Abraham, “My Lord”,
(Gen 18:12) as a declaration of her
submission and respect for her husband.

Sarah was upheld by Peter in 1 Pet 3:6
as an example of a submissive woman:
“They were submissive to their own
husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed
Abraham and called him her master.”
She indeed is an exemplary model of
submission and obedience in a godly
manner.

Her impatience

Sarah was tested as she was past
childbearing age and still no sign of the
promised child. Her impatience caused
her to waver in her faith. She asked her
husband to take Hagar her Egyptian
maid as a concubine. (Gen 16). As a
result Hagar bore Ishmael.  That
decision resulted in much discord
within the household and Sarah not only
blamed her husband (Gen 16:5), but



mistreated Hagar so badly that she fled
from her.

The incident reveals the human failings
of Sarah who tried to rationalize her bad
decision resulting from her departure
from faith in God’s promises. The
consequence of Sarah's decision is
severe in that the descendants of
Ishmael, the Arabs proved to be a
source of pain, conflict and tension with
the Jews even up till today. The lesson
is that whilst God can work. in all
situations, decisions we make can have
lasting consequences which we have to
live with.

Her faith :
Sarah was one of two women
commended in Heb 11, in the gallery of
the heroes of faith, the other being
Rahab. Sarah was commended for she
believed in the faithfulness of God. She
continued to believe in the God's
promise of a child though humanly it
had seemed impossible.

Conclusion

The Bible always paint the portraits of
its character in its true colours, with all
it strengths, weaknesses, exemplariness
and flaws. Sarah is no exception,
though she in her human falleness had
made some bad mistakes which had dire
long lasting consequences, she among
all women of the Bible represented
what Paul called the “freewoman” and
“mother of us all.” (Gal:14:19-31). It is
through her as the mother of all who
believe and through her faith and by the

promise given by God we as Gentiles
have received the blessing in the
Abrahamic covenant where “all the
nations will be blessed through you.”
Sarah is a woman used by God in the
fulfillment of his redemptive plan for all
mankind.

Soaring like an eagle

“Even youths grow

tired and weary,

and yenng men

stumblo and fall;

but these whe

hope In the LORD

wlil ronew thelr strength. They
will sear on wings like oagles;
they will run and net grew
weary, they will walk and net
he faint". lisalah 40:30-31)

The sun. the grass and a little bit of the sca —
These were what a number of youths saw on
the 2nd Sunday of November during an
outing to Marina Bay. A little way back in
my life. I would have probably rejected the
notion of ‘soaring like an eagle’ under the
sun in an out-of-the-way area; but thanks be
10 God that there was a catered air-con bus
10 take us to and from our destination. and
the soothing sun did not leave us any burn
marks. Besides. the gusty wind added easc
1o the lesson of ‘soaring like an eagle’
although some people still could not put
right their flying act till very late into the
day. Ask Elaine... So what did we exactly
do over there?



We gave thanks to God for the kind weather,
worshipped the Lord joyfully, sang praises
to His glorious name, had good laughs on
Pei'en’s action songs and of course not
forgetting to take some candid photographs -
courtesy of Anthony!

We organised the youths into groups and
played “Draw til you drop”. None of us did
really drew till we dropped but the drawings
of some groups did make most of us drop
our jaws! More interesting was the game of
building the highest building using balloons
and a limited amount of masking tape. The
team spirit was evident as some members in
the group were in charge of blowing the
balloons, some in charge of managing the
amount of tape to be used and others in
charge of toting up the shrill decibels that
were assumed to forestall the bursting of the
balloons. Ask the girls...

Now, what’s after the
games? Prizes, of course!
Or more specifically,
food! As usual, the
winning group got the
biggest spoils. But another characteristic of
Christian love came into play when
eventually the food was shared fairly, Ask
the hungry youths. ..

Soon came the time to let our ‘wings' soar
like eagles in the sky! Kites were bought at a
reasonable price and you could see the glow
in the eyes of many youths. Everyone was
excited to fly histher kite. And yes, the kites
surely did fly high in the sky; and with them
our spirit of joy, relaxation and peace
became like eagles’ wings soaring and
gliding effortlessly bathed in the glow of the
golden sun. One of the over-jubilant kites
did fly off the hands of a youth. Was it
trying to reach for the freedom of the
heavens? Ask Sabrina...

Other youths who were more adventurous
went all the way to the bank of the river to
fly their kites. Many got their Kkites
entangled, but that did not dampen the mood
of the kite-flyers. Patience was the key to
getting these kites untangled and in no time,
they were up again. But [ still did not know
why one particular kite got a can tied to it.
Ask Jacinta. ..

Meanwhile, some of the adults took their
rest on a mat, listening to Christian songs,
enjoying the weather, munching on their
favorite crackers, enjoying fellowship with
one another.

In a twinkle of an eye, the sun started to set
and the cool sea breeze gave us an
indication that it was time to leave. Things
were packed up and the bus was
on time to fetch us back to our
church.

What did we learn from this trip
to the South? Well, for me, as
least I knew how to fly a kite for
the first time. Watching the freedom,
strength and confidence of the kite was a

_ great relief from the common pressures of

being a youth. The beauty of the following
song mirrors the feeling.

I want to soar like an eagle soars
Not bound to this earth anymore
To fly with the Lord so high
And feel His presence so nigh
({chorus)

Not to be an equal
1 just want to fly like an eagle
I want to sing a song so clear
That the whole world can hear
A song to fill the skies
That floats like a butterfly
(chorus x2... 1st verse/chorus)

Words and Music by Jerry Heater
© 1996 BML
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Camp Hearts
| aitended the K.LDS camp from 17" 10
15 Mosersher,

1 enjayed the many imeresiing activitics

ai the Church an the day of reposting for
the eamp. It was fin heamning the an
Following that, we were shwo well fad by
the sumpiupous spread of food an The
ishle. Then we sel off [or Sentosa,

W hvartad for treasere along the beach =

scowerad. All the irensure hunlors wene
penpiring and nesking e the bath when

with ough encrgy for our Rolivilies

foe wemhs throughout 1he amp
dursion. B memed heavily immmedinely
when | roached home sfler the camp.

Mext year will be my final year with
KLDS 1 lock foressd 0 enother
K_LD.S, cnmp, Many thanics 1o the uncles
nd gurtles who have swealed 1o make it
possible for ws to have both fan and
lemrning.

lieed up 1o keep = well occupied. One of
fhese was the plaas penfing Wt © @ |

| Seiosn. Some secrel freasures vest |

Mwl“ﬁlﬁﬂnﬂﬁl—l’uﬂtﬂnnl I

STEPS TOLIFE

One day & farmer’s donkey fell
down imto a well. The animal eried
piteounly for hours as the farmer nad 1o
figure out what to do. Finally he decided
the anireal was old and the well peeded
1o be covered @ mmyway, it just wasn't
worth it to retrieve the dankey. He
invited all his neighbors 10 come over
and help him. They all grabbed a shovel
and began 1o shovel dirt into the well.

Al frm, the donkey roalived
whit was happening and aried horribly.

hit his back, the donkey was doing
something amazing, He would shake i
off and ke a step up. As the farmer’s

condineed 10 thove! din on top
of the animal, he would shake it off and

Liffe Is golng to shovel cirf on
you, all kindy of dirt. The trick io peiiing
out af the well is to shake it aff and take
@ uep up Eoch of ow iroubles is @
siepping siome.  We can get ow of the
deepest welly just by nor slopping, never
giving up!

Shake it off and take a step up!



II | o
 Junior Camp
f
I hiogwa ool haa i wonderful time working with one anather, knowing one another, having fisn, in
spiba of afl the gtress with taking cee of 12 to 14 girls, and hed & good lesming experience. In
order o achleve the shove, | poeoss we need 1o hove the right attitude in doing ol things and &
fenchabic hean, My Cesd onntinue b gram us sirengih snd wisdom (o serve Him and Glonfy Him
in all that wa do. | am so 1haskfid o God for his protection o Wl of us durlng the camp, 'We an

alag thankful b Coxd's prosisks. Tay, Jim und the children coming to ihe rescue when we were

short handed oo do the fire sarting for BBQ. OF course not forgetting Wel Yang, Jerome snd
Kenaom The thelr bigh siamsdsrd in sorubbing the mesa fina

Ciod knows who s bewt fior each job. He has given us wisdom w sk Graoe & Esther to come and
helpun, | st say they stmyed in the kitchen from 6 am to 9pm o even |0pm before they knodked
ol their digy, Thank vou lade Cod h been 1o kind o us 1o send you both 1o be helpen.

Thank God for Beng Lay's high power energry.  Without you | don't think we could mannge ihe
handicrafl work.

Boo Wel, Ligin, Jasmine, Mymic, Uma, Seili ank you for jolning us and | mus say Uma yoo did
8 good bob, You did well keep it up.

Susan und Cecllin thank you for velunteering 1o run the camp. Muy God continue 1o grant you &
senndariiel thme of sorvieg | Bm sl give you preater siremth.

May Ling thank wou for deing te Lest minute prind out for o, Hopefially next yesr you will ot be
presa for lime amd sbie io join w Bl Gme s that you can enjoy the camp,

Thereas, vour role this yoor i differont and B wsiml you did well and do your parents and Giod

promid i ipite of woor sge. Koop it ap and may God continue o grant you strengih and peaikon 10
sy well,

Mlindy and Siephanke teank you for coming (o help us. Mindy, | thank the Lord for vour stirengah
pnd Endeed Ciod has used you I belp 1o corry (e girl ol of e bus jo ber bod, Thesik you so much
for carrying her boosse | den'l think | have the sirenglh %0 do thal. Siephanic, thank vou for
stoying wp so labe b wislt for Joanne’s fher. | hope you two will conshder joining us for nex years
carmp and | o asione wous will gain much in experionce. By the way bow ahoul joinkng e b the
Giirts Mirignde junior ministry?

Beetsy thank vou for joining m and | am glad Sabring wm with us. | hope she can contimee 10 join
us [n our future camgs.  Julie | know you don't really enjoy beirg in the group us leaier with o
many kids 1o car e, But | bope you did enjoy yourscdl snd we | ook Sorward io have you as our
nex| camp commasden . Thanks Hal Ling aad He Wen for joining m, [ bope you girls bl fim snd
hape 4o bove o sl agsin e v,

T bope | disd ncxt beave avyone out, | wasl 1o thesk the Lord for giving me w0 moch srengeh during
the camp. by the Lond"s meme be mapmified snd plonifind tn sll tha we do. Amen

Thanks.
Sictrafie.



Vetevagen 9, 5757 32 Uppsals Tl and fex OVRM2 92 38 Mobdl sel. 073 - 720 &% 1L

(below in & greeting letter from Rev Daniel Nelsson - the First Pastor of JOC)
Diear Friends around the world,

When wiru have celebraled your Golden Annlversary and both of vou have romed 30 you
ought to be prepared for 4 change . But whe wants to think of 2 separstion from a Iifelong
fellowship with the person vou once upon the Lime brought o the slor? But prepared or
not i happened 1o me on Tuesday cvening March &th this vear. | had been holding
Solveig in my wrms for quite 8 while before | realized tha Solbveig's spirit had lefi her
body, Together with Staffan and his son Jens and Dorotry end Crjen we could gather
together around her body, well taken care of by the nurses in the hospital i a nicely
made-up bad and thank God for what she had meant to me during 56 years and for our
children and prandchildren. We were all guthered in our parish dnech on March 230d for
n very beautiful memorial service, the church filled to the last sent with friends. From
there we proceeded to the parish hall of our local district churdh here in Savjs, where
short but to the point speeches witnessed about the Impression Solveig had made in many
peoples’ lives. | lnow that in & short while we will meet again in the new workd that Jesus
has promised hix disciples the last evening together “fn my Fither's Howse there e
mary reons..” In Cod's vasi universe there are meny solar systems, where Jems has
prepared a new world of peace and love for those who tave put their tnesl in HIM and
HIS promise that 1 revmion there will be! What jov snd happiness o med them alll In
the midst of sorrow and lonelimess you have 2 great future to look forward 10!

In the meantime | try 1o adjust mysell to the new situation. | have inviled two students
ahare (he howse with me. Therz = a tremendmis feed for housmg for Sedmis moving o
Uppsala to further their studies. Some of them have 10 rent an apartment 50 - 60 km away
end travel by train and bus. My bwo students can use their bicvoles whan weather pamits
or wavel for-only 20-25minues by bes,

1 am still with the fenm of refired postors, counseling people in distress in (e Cathedral.
You meet them in fears the first time, Afler & few sessions they lave mmterad up
courage 1o tackle o diffloulr sitvation and start a new Tife. Thst is 1 grest experionce. We
have the preatest remedy {or troubles: faith in s, who con chanpe our Hves and give
meanng o ik

Christ, who was bomn into this world 2000 vears ago is still working and therefore | wish
that you would be drawn closer Lo Him during the coming Advent and Christmas season,
The MNew Year might bring more disasters to the world but Tet us remember that Chris
won 2 greal viclory on Calvary's cross, the darkes hour in history, He i still with os and
His Church Universal, bringing us Peace, Joy mnd provecrion, He is still using us, His
poor and weak servants lo promeote the message! Joy bo e world...

¥ ours in Christ

Danje| Mejsson






